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To the Members of the GSDCA Board,                        January 15, 2015 

 

Members of the American White Shepherd Association (AWSA) will be meeting with the GSDCA Board  in St. Louis Missouri, 

January 23-24, 2014, to discuss the status of the White Shepherd  in the AKC German Shepherd Dog Breed.   

 

The AWSA is seeking breed recognition for the White Shepherd in the AKC. That process cannot start until the AKC Founda-

tion Stock Service accepts our application. The AKC has informed us that in order to proceed with  an application we must 

first provide a letter from the GSDCA stating you will not oppose our efforts.  

 

 20 years ago the American White Shepherd Association was formed to protect and promote the White Shepherd  while 

seeking worldwide recognition for the breed. AWSA’s founding members believed remaining in the GSD breed served no 

purpose and the dogs would be better served as a distinct breed in the AKC.  

 Today in the United States, the White Shepherd is a recognized breed in the United Kennel Club.  Internationally, the FCI 

Swiss Parent Club for the Berger Blanc Suisse used  AKC, CKC and KC white German Shepherd Dogs as their foundation 

stock  and obtained full FCI recognition in 2011.   

 The bloodlines used to develop the Berger Blanc Suisse and White Shepherd breed worldwide continue to be denied 

breed recognition in the AKC.  

 The American White Shepherd Association has proven itself to be a capable and responsible parent club for the breed 

and believes the White Shepherds trapped in the AKC German Shepherd Dog breed will be best served as a separate 

breed in the FSS.   

 

We would like to thank you in advance for giving us an opportunity to address the many issues and concerns about the breed 

and the people who support it.  After reading through this presentation we hope you have a better understanding of our 

breed, our goals and our club.   

Members of the American White Shepherd Association 

 

AWSA Breed Recognition Committee 

Barbara Cooley-Chair, Melanie Fuellgraf, Scarlett Sanders, Jean Reeves, Lorraine Moule, Linda Lipford 

 

mailto:foxhuntshepherds@earthlink.net
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 The American White Shepherd Association ~ The Club 
 

The decision to form the American White Shepherd Association and seek recognition for a 

new breed called the White Shepherd was made by AWSA’s club founder Karen Carloni in 

1994. After doing months of research and surveying  the members of the WGSDCI (as a then 

member of their Breed Recognition Committee) she came to the conclusion that the only pro-

gressive and reasonable course of action was to attempt to have the whites separated from 

the German Shepherd Dog breed.  

The club conceived would be founded upon the tenets of a strict, mandatory club Code of Eth-

ics, still in use today, one that would put the best interests of the white coated German Shep-

herd Dog ahead of any other concern.  That was the beginning of the club we know today as the American White 

Shepherd Association (AWSA).  

In its initial stages, the Club was by invitation only. With a hand-picked founding membership consisting of twelve 

individual and two family memberships, the Club was officially launched in September of 1995 with the founding 

member approval of the Club Constitution, Bylaws and Code of Ethics. Today, the American White Shepherd Associa-

tion is a strong and viable club filled with bright, energetic members who all have the same vision for the breed. 

Recognition of the White Shepherd as an independent breed with all the rights and privileges normally afforded  

pure breeds of dogs is the Club’s united purpose. As it was in its initial developmental stages, the Club remains a 

Code of Ethics organization.  

AWSA operates on a regional system and consists of nine (9) geographical regions that include all fifty states and the 

country of Canada.   

We have maintained our own registry since 1995 and require that all applications include a 3 generation pedigree 

and a copy of the official registration certificate from the AKC or an AKC approved registry.  

AWSA fully supports White Shepherd owners and their dogs in the Conformation ring.  In addition to our own shows 

our members can be found competing in the United Kennel Club (as White Shepherds) and  White Shepherd Club of 

Canada show rings.  In addition, AWSA acknowledges the accomplishments of dogs/owners who participate in UKC 

and AKC events throughout the year, as well as those who compete in other venues outside the UKC and AKC.  

The AWSA Times is the official publication of the American White Shepherd Association and has been in existence 

since 1996. Our website, Facebook page and AWSA Business list offer  our members the opportunity to be as little or 

as much involved with the club as they choose, while still being kept informed.  

The highlight of our year is the annual AWSA National. Members are invited to compete in 3 days of conformation 

and other  events. The 2014 AWSA National included Obedience and Rally matches, CGC testing, AHBA Herding trials 

and American Temperament Testing Society tests.  A raffle, silent auction, awards presentation for accomplishments 

through-out the year and a banquet rounded out the weekend. In 2015 we will be celebrating our 20th Annual 

AWSA National. 

While the quest for recognition is an ongoing work in progress, AWSA remains totally devoted to the protection of 

the health, welfare, genetic worth and advancement of the natural abilities and attributes of the White Shepherd. 

This is the main purpose of the American White Shepherd Association.   
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AWSA AT A GLANCE 

 

AWSA Registry 

 As of September 2014 there were 952 dogs in the AWSA registry.  

 17 litters were registered between September 1, 2013 and September 1, 2014. 

 87 dogs/bitches were registered during the same time period. 

 Full members in good standing have the right and privilege to use and have access to the club registry. 

Said dogs/bitches are to have registrations with the American Kennel Club, Canadian Kennel Club or 

any official registry that would be acceptable to the American Kennel Club, including but not limited to 

the Kennel Clubs of Australia, UK and Mexico. This use/access consists of registering any personally 

owned White (German) Shepherd Dog(s) and any puppies resulting from the mating of said owned 

White Shepherd Dog(s). 

 Though the Club registry is a closed registry, i.e. for Club member use only, puppy buyers who do not 

wish to join AWSA will be allowed as an owner of an AWSA puppy. 

 

Membership 

 As of November 1, 2014 AWSA had 181 members. (Membership list for verification available on re-

quest) Over the years AWSA’s membership numbers have remained fairly consistent averaging 200 a 

year.  

 AWSA members represent 27 of the continental United States, Canada and Japan.  

 AWSA does not give free or trial memberships to puppy buyers. 

 

AWSA Committees/Volunteers 

AWSA is proud to have dedicated, competent volunteers. Health & Genetics, Performance, Herding, Ther-

apy, and Conformation chairs all contribute periodically to our newsletter, keep track of awards and 

health certifications throughout the year, and provide the club with annual reports. Our herding, perfor-

mance, therapy and conformation chairs are all actively involved in the venues of the committees they 

serve on. 

 

Finances  

Primary income is derived from show entries and membership dues.  

AWSA National entries for herding, obedience, agility and rally matches along with ATTS and CGC testing 

are on par with entries for conformation, showing that our club members enjoy a wide range of activities 

with their dogs including taking part in conformation. 

 

In recent years our number of entries have gone down for conformation but our total revenue at shows 

has increased.  We attribute this to a slow down in the economy which makes it more difficult for mem-

bers to travel long distances for shows, while on the other hand, those people who are able to attend con-

tinue to show a true dedication to the breed and an appreciation of the breeds versatility.  
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The White Shepherd-A New Breed Emerges 

 

The White Shepherd as we know it today can be considered a dog of inter-

national origin and development, with several countries having a marked 

influence upon the formulation of the breed. The history of this noble dog 

has been mired and to an extent fostered by the political environments from 

which it emerged from a white coated GSD to a White Shepherd. Being 

somewhat of a paradox, those very factors which had the greatest potential 

to extinguish the existence of the white coated German Shepherd Dog end-

ed up providing the very avenue in which the White Shepherd breed was 

able to be developed and grow as a separate and unique breed of dog.  

Throughout the 1970’s and into the 1990’s, parallel efforts to preserve and promote the white coated dog took place. 

In Europe, where the white coated GSD was no longer acceptable and almost eliminated, the White Shepherd was re-

introduced by the importation of what was referred to as the ”American-Canadian White Shepherd”. A dog benefitting 

from these early preservation efforts, AKC registered GSD, Lobo White Burch, whelped in 1967, was to be exported to 

Switzerland and later to be considered as the progenitor of the White Swiss Shepherd Breed in Switzerland. He along 

with other imported dogs mostly from the United States and Canada, but also England were used as the foundation 

dogs to establish the new breed there. The identity for the new breed and the ability to establish the dogs as their own 

breed was facilitated in Europe because these dogs were no longer permitted to be registered as German Shepherd 

Dogs there. Since 1991, the Berger Blanc Suisse or White Swiss Shepherd has been registered as a new breed in appen-

dix of the Swiss Stud Book (LOS).  

Conversely, in the United States and Canada, what started out as an effort to preserve the white coated German Shep-

herd Dog within the GSD breed after the color white became a disqualifying fault,  evolved into the establishment of a 

separate and unique breed outside of the GSD breed now known as the White Shepherd.  

In 1995, some members of the original White German Shepherd Dog clubs formed the American White Shepherd As-

sociation (AWSA) to promote worldwide recognition and acceptance of the White Shepherd as a separate and distinct 

breed of working and herding dog. AWSA along with the White Shepherd Club of Canada (WSCC), originally estab-

lished in 1971, have been diligently working to establish the White Shepherd as a distinct breed in the Americas. AWSA 

maintains a White Shepherd breed registry. Only white-coated AKC German Shepherds Dogs and Canadian Kennel 

Club white-coated German Shepherd Dogs, imported FCI White Swiss Shepherds, and the off-spring of AWSA regis-

tered parents are eligible for AWSA registration. AWSA licensed breed shows are hosted throughout the USA and 

champion points are tracked and AWSA Champion titles are recorded. 

In the latter 1990’s, AWSA members petitioned the United Kennel Club, the second largest kennel club in the United 

States, for White Shepherd breed recognition. Subsequently, the United White Shepherd Club was formed and, on 

April 14, 1999, the UKC officially recognized the White Shepherd as a distinct breed of herding dog.  Since the birth of 

the UKC White Shepherd, the breed has flourished and was ranked 47 out of 300 breeds in 2009. UKC White Shepherd 

fanciers continue to enjoy the versatility of the breed and participate in a host of UKC venues including breed shows, 

obedience, agility, fly ball, dock diving, dog sports, and weight pull.  

White Shepherd owners who wish to take part in AKC events must continue to register their dogs as German Shep-

herds but may not compete in AKC breed shows.  
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Movement 

Soundness is of paramount importance. Capability of 

quick and sudden movement is essential. The action is 

free, supple and tireless with 

the dog covering the most 

amount of ground with the 

minimum number of steps, all 

of the parts working together 

in harmony.  

From the side, the hindquarters drive forward with the 

hind foot reaching far under the body to take firm hold of 

the ground. The powerful backward thrust is transmitted 

through a firm back to the front end, where the shoulder 

opens to the fullest extent possible and the foot reaches 

out toward the nose. The entire motion lifts the dog’s 

body slightly and carries it forward. The feet track close 

to the ground on both forward reach and backward push.  

At full trot, the back must remain firm, level, and free of 

roll, whip, or roach. At the extended trot, the dog may 

appear to overreach, with the hind foot passing to either 

side of the front foot. This is not faulty unless it causes 

the dog to move in a crab-like fashion.  

From both front or rear, the action is that of a single 

track. From the front, the legs move inward toward a 

center line under the body in a straight column of sup-

port from the point of shoulder to the pad. From the 

rear, the legs track inward toward a center line in a 

straight column of support from the hip to the pad. Mov-

ing close is faulty.  

Side gait, coming and going are equally important and 

movement front and rear are not to be overlooked in 

favor of side gait. Incorrect structure will be revealed in 

the moving animal. Flaws in gait such as weaving or inter-

fering, paddling, flipping the front paws, weakness at the 

elbows, stiltedness, moving cow or bow-hocked or in a 

hackney fashion are highly objectionable and must be 

regarded as serious faults. 

White Shepherd At A Glance (Complete White Shepherd Breed 

Standard has been included in your packet) 

 

Temperament 

The White Shepherd has a distinct personality marked by a direct, 

but not hostile expression of self-confidence. It is poised but 

when the situation demands, it should be eager and alert, ready 

to serve in any capacity such as companion, watch dog or service 

dog. To his inherent aptitude as a guardian of flocks should be an 

added protectiveness of the person and property of his family. 

With those he knows well, he should be open and friendly. With 

strangers, he should be observant and may be somewhat aloof 

but never apprehensive. Timidity, shrinking behind the handler, 

lack of confidence or any other display of poor character or ag-

gression are severe faults. Dogs displaying such pronounced char-

acter flaws should be excused from the ring. Any dog that 

attempts to bite the judge must be disqualified. 

General Appearance 

 The White Shepherd is a well developed and balanced animal 

with the look of intelligence, energy and purpose in life. It should 

have a regal appearance with secondary sex characteristics being 

distinctive. The dog should be somewhat longer than tall, with 

smooth curves rather than sharp angles. Extremes of anything 

distort type and are to be strongly discouraged. This is a herding 

dog that must have the agility, freedom of movement and endur-

ance to do the work required of it. When gaiting, the dog should 

move smoothly, with all parts working in harmony. Overall bal-

ance, strength, and firmness of movement is to be given more 

emphasis than a side gait showing a flying trot. Staying true to 

type is defined by the following word picture and this diagram.  

Size-Proportion 

Body Proportion -- The dog is somewhat longer than tall -- the 

ideal ratio of length to height being 10 to 8.8. E.g., 28.4 inches 

(72.1 cm) long to 25 inches (63.5 cm) high. Body length is meas-

ured from the posternum to the point of the buttocks. Height is 

measured from the highest point of the shoulder blade to the 

ground. Ideal height and weight is 25 inches (63.5 cm) and roughly 

75-85 pounds (34-39 kgms) for males, and 23 inches (58.4 cm) and 

about 60-70 pounds (27-32 kgms) for bitches. Acceptable range of 

height is about 1 inch (3 cm) in either direction of the ideal. Any 

dog that is so over or undersize as to be outside of the acceptable 

range is highly objectionable and should be faulted.  



 8 

 

American Kennel Club’s use of DNA 
 

An AKC DNA profile (certification) is used to establish a Genetic Identity and also to verify parentage, it is 

NOT used to identify a Breed. 

AKC has made it clear on their website that they do not use DNA to determine a breed.   

 

From AKC website:  http://www.akc.org/dna/dna_faqs.cfm 

1. What information does the DNA testing provide? 
AKC DNA Profiling is for parentage verification and genetic identity purposes only. It does not pro-
vide information regarding genetic health, conformation, performance ability, coat color, etc. AKC 
DNA is not a breed identification test beyond confirming parentage if the sire and dam also have 
DNA on file. 
 
12. Can DNA testing determine the breed of a dog? 
No. DNA profiling can determine parentage and genetic identity, but not the breed. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Science can be a wonderful thing and the continuing research into DNA and the dog genome can be used 
to tell many stories.   No one disputes the fact that the White Shepherd/White Swiss Shepherd is a direct 
descendant of the German Shepherd Dog and thus they share many of the same characteristics and DNA 
at some level.  In fact our White Shepherds and German Shepherd Dogs share DNA with many other 
breeds as well.  However, with the advances in science and in the research into canine genetics, we know 
that populations of dogs bred together over time begin to differentiate and common clusters of genetic 
markers can be identified for those dogs.  It all depends on how far into the DNA you choose to look.  
 
AWSA has worked with the people at Mars Veterinary lab.  They developed the Wisdom Panel and they 
have been able to identify clusters of genetic markers which are indicative of a White Shepherd or White 
Swiss Shepherd versus a German Shepherd Dog.  
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The White German Shepherd (sic) will always be a variety in terms of genetic history, since no outside influences 

(other breeds) are being used to modify it, but in time, the evolution of the very plastic genotype of the canine will 

widen the phenotype gap between the White Shepherd and the GSD. 

Fred Lanting, “White Shepherd International Dog”   http://siriusdog.com/white-german-shepherd-dog.htm 

 

 

 

 

 

AWSA DNA Project-Mars Veterinary 

 

 In June 2012 AWSA was advised that it would be most beneficial if genetic testing could be performed to try and 

determine a genetic distinction between the White Shepherd and the German Shepherd Dog. Upon asking for her 

assistance, Dr. Jean Dodds suggested that we submit samples of the White Shepherd and have the Mars Wisdom 

panel run. The results of that testing can be found on the following pages.  

FYI–  

 The FCI White Swiss Shepherd DNA was taken from European White Swiss Shepherds. 

 The AWSA White Shepherd DNA was taken from USA and Canadian AWSA White Shepherds.   

 The German Shepherd Dog DNA was taken from AKC and KC “show line” German Shepherds. 

 

Dr. Angela Hughes description of the plots shown on the following pages; 

 As we discussed, I have spoken with the biostatistician that worked on the White Swiss samples and there were 18 

AWSA samples that were included in the WSS signature as a result of the samples received from the club.  I have 

attached the Principle Component Analysis (PCA) plots that he shared with me today for you to see.  Each of the 

PCAs is constructed using only the samples shown so they will change as new samples are included.  A PCA allows us 

to see how similar samples are and thus closely related samples should cluster together.  These plots were formed in 

three dimensions with the PC1 axis representing the most significant difference in the DNA signatures of each sam-

ple, PC2 is the second most significant, and PC3 is the third. There are only two graphs included but two views of the 

first graph to see all three dimensions. The "All Breeds outgroup" is comprised of a single representative sample 

from each of the other breeds in the Wisdom Panel database. 

 

As you can see in these graphs, the WSS and AWSA samples cluster next to each other and are closer to each other 

than to the GSD cluster (although they are all pretty close) and you can see a little more separation between the 

WSS and AWSA samples on PC3 (seen best in WSS_AWSA_GSD_2 image). When the All Breeds outgroup is included, 

it does show that there is more of a separation between the WSS/AWSA clusters and the GSD cluster; note that the 

PC3 axis does not show any additional distinction so he did not include that view. 
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WSS_AWSA_GSD_1 

NOTE (lgl):  The best way to view the 1st and 2nd plot if to think of it as a fish tank .  This first plot is look-

ing at the fish tank from the front.  On the right half of the tank is mostly blue fish (German Shepherd 

Dogs).  On the left half of the tank is mostly red and green fish (AWSA Shepherds and White Swiss Shep-

herds).  The red and green fish tend to cluster on one side of the tank, while the blue fish tend to cluster 

on the other side of the tank.  The DNA of the blue fish is a cluster and right next to it is a cluster of red 

and green fish.  Each dot represents one dog. 

AWSA DNA Project 
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WSS_AWSA_GSD_2 

NOTE (lgl):  The best way to view the 1st and 2nd plot if to think of it as a fish tank .  This second plot is 

looking at the fish tank from top, standing on the side of the tank. (as if you are going to clean the tank or 

feed the fish and looking at it from the top down.)   The right side of the tank is our blue fish that are 

mostly clustered toward the back of the tank. On the left half of the tank is still mostly red and green fish 

(AWSA Shepherds and White Swiss Shepherds) with the red fish mostly toward the front of the tank and 

the green fish mostly toward the back of the tank.   The DNA of the blue fish is a nice tight cluster and 

right next to it is a looser cluster of red and green fish. Each dot represents one dog. 

AWSA DNA Project 
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WSS_AWSA_GSD_ALL BREEDS 

NOTE (lgl): Please note in this plot that the color scheme has changed a bit.  The German Shepherd Dogs are still in blue like 

the previous two plots.  The White Swiss Shepherds are still in green like the previous two plots.  But the AWSA shepherds are 

now in yellow, where in the previous two plots, they were in red.  Red is now the All Breeds Outgroup. 

NOTE (lgl): The best way to view this is to think of a gigantic fish tank that includes at least one fish of each variety. The Red 

fish are one representative of each breed within the Mars Veterinary database – therefore one red dot represents a dog from 

one breed (I.e. Golden Retriever, Poodle, Miniature Schnauzer, Rottweiler…) Interestingly, enough there is a red dot over near 

the German Shepherd Dog/ White Swiss Shepherd/ AWSA Shepherd cluster group.  This is more than likely a breed that is 

closely related to the German Shepherd Dog/White Swiss Shepherd/ AWSA Shepherd group. What we don’t know is how close 

(depth-wise) that red dot is to the blue/green/yellow dots.  (I.e. in our gigantic fish tank – is the red dot near the back of the 

tank, the front of the tank or the middle of the tank).  Unlike the red dots which each represent an entire breed, the blue/

yellow/green representing German Shepherds/AWSA Shepherds/White Swiss Shepherds still represent a single dog within 

that specific breed. 

Now that we have moved our fish from our smaller fish tank to a larger fish tank with other varieties of fish, the All Breed Out-

group is now on the right side of our fish tank while the German Shepherd Dog, White Swiss Shepherd and AWSA White Shep-

herd are on the left side of the tank with another unknown dog variety (red dot).    The interesting thing to note here is that 

the blue dots are mostly toward the bottom of the fish tank while the green and yellow dots are mostly toward the upper part 

of the fish tank. 

This shows that when compared to the All Breeds Outgroup, the AWSA White Shepherd and White Swiss Shepherd tend to 

cluster closer together with  one another, than with the German Shepherd Dog cluster. 

AWSA DNA Project 
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 AWSA breeders and club members are active in the White Shepherd Genetics Project: The White Shep-

herd Genetics Project  maintains an online database open to all white GSD’s and White Shepherds as 

well as an informative website and online discussion group where members may discuss health and 

genetic issues of the white dogs.  In addition, the Project has a Necropsy Program and will pay for ap-

proved necropsies. The information obtained is used to further research with the results published on 

the WSGP website in addition to being added to the database.  Believing that the health and welfare of 

the White Shepherd and white GSD has no place in the politics of breed recognition the White Shep-

herd Genetics Projects remains to this day neutral on its opinion concerning where the dogs should be 

or what they should be called and only focuses on the health and well being of the white coated dogs. 

The WSGP is a testament to all the breeders and dog owners who have made the health of the breed 

their top priority.  White Shepherd Genetics Project: http://www.wsgenetics.com 

 

 To insure that the White Shepherd gene pool is sufficient AWSA has asked its members to take part in 

the AWSA Nuclear Herd Project. One of the criteria is that the dogs submitted must have passing OFA 

or OVC hip and elbow scores. The Nuclear Herd Project is an ongoing effort  

 

 AWSA prides itself on the multitude of health and genetic articles that  have been published in our offi-

cial newsletter, The AWSA Times.  

 

 The AWSA Breeders Board has been working the last several months reviewing our Code Of Ethics to 

insure that the sections pertaining to healthy breeding are clear and up-to-date.  

 

 

 

Health 

The health of the White Shepherd breed is of paramount importance 

to the American White Shepherd Association.   

 

 AWSA was founded upon the tenets of a strict, mandatory club 

Code of Ethics still in use today including mandatory health testing 

and disclosure.  A copy of our Code of Ethics has been included in 

this presentation. 
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AWSA Nuclear Herd Project 

AWSA has been conducting an ongoing survey of our members breeding stock in an effort to determine if our local 

stock is sufficient to sustain the breed for generations to come. Using the protocol set forth by the FCI, the AWSA 

Nuclear Herd Project Committee has already determined that we exceed the criteria for having no less than 8 dis-

tinct bloodlines. The project will continue and expand in the coming months. . We are confident that the White 

Shepherd breed once brought together globally is more than sufficient to sustain the breed.  

Original Call For Submission for the AWSA Nuclear Herd Project-2014 
 

Nuclear Herd Project—ATTENTION ALL OWNERS OF INTACT DOGS 

We are in need of a Census Count of: Current and Potential Breeding Stock 

And to figure out how many separate and distinct lines we have using the Nuclear Herd concept 
Hopefully, we will be able to answer the age-old question of “Do we have enough lines to be considered a breed.”  This original-
ly began when the Breeders Board was going through the COE and trying to clarify and update it.  However, applications for this 
information, depending upon its outcome, could be possibly used for the GSDCA and AKC argument to allow for a FSS breed for 
the white-coated shepherd. 

1. In order to get an accurate count of how much breeding stock we have, we are asking all members of AWSA to submit 
the names of male and female dogs that are intact that are either current breeding stock or potential breeding stock.  

Requirements: 
A.) Dog must be owned or co-owned on a registration (AKC, CKC, UKC, FCI, AWSA) by an AWSA member in 2015 
B.) Dog must be white (pedigree can have colored heritage) 
C.) Import or Domestic dogs welcome 
D.) Current Stock includes any intact male/female that is currently planned or available for breeding in 2015.  (I.e. a 9 

year old female that is having her last litter in 2015 counts, a 3 year old male that is sterile does NOT count.) 
E.) Potential Stock includes any young dogs under that age of 2 that are planned for a breeding program 

        Please submit the registered name of the dog, the sex (I can’t always tell based on the registered name), the owner and 
co-owner, the registries registered with (AKC, CKC, UKC, AWSA, FCI) 

i.e.   Johnny on the Run, Male, Sue and John Cartwright,  AKC and AWSA 
        Mary Sue I Do, Female, Mary McKnight and Sue & John Cartwright, AKC and UKC and AWSA and FCI 
2. )  The Nuclear Herd Project concept is what FCI uses to determine whether a new breed has enough lines in order to en-

ter as a breed into FCI.  We are going to look at doing a Nuclear Herd Analysis for the LOCAL AWSA Dogs to see if we 
have enough separate and distinct lines that would constitute the definition of a Nuclear Herd. 

 Requirements: 
A.) Dog must be owned or co-owned on a registration (AKC, CKC, UKC, FCI, AWSA) by an AWSA member in 2015 
B.)  Dog must be white (pedigree can have colored heritage) 
C.) Since the FCI BBS have already been through a nuclear herd analysis, an FCI BBS should not show up on the 3 gener-

ation pedigree submitted. 
D.)  Current Breeding Stock only 
E. )  Dog must have OFA Normal hips and elbows OR OVC Normal hips and elbows 
F.)  Dog must not have any detrimental genetic disease (i.e. IBD, STV, Pannus etc) 
 
Please submit the 3 generation pedigree of the dog, the sex (I can’t always tell based on the registered name), the 
owner and co-owner, the registries registered with (AKC, CKC, UKC, AWSA, FCI)    and any alias’s in registries (I.e. the 
dog may be registered with UKC as: Jack be Nimble, and registered with AWSA as: Jack be Quick, and with AKC as: Jack 
Jump Over the Candle Stick – we can only use the dog once so need to know all the registered names it goes by in all 
registries).  This is possible since in AKC, there is 50 characters available for a dog’s name.  However, in UKC, there is 30 
characters available for a dog’s name and many times a dogs name is shortened in UKC. 
I.e. <<dog’s pedigree for Johnny on the Run>>, Male,   Sue and John Cartwright,  AKC and AWSA 

Mary Sue I Do, Female, Mary McKnight and Sue & John Cartwright, AKC and UKC and AWSA and FCI  (“Mary 
Sue I Do” in UKC, “Mary Sue She Said I Do” in AKC, AWSA and FCI) 
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2014 AWSA National 

A letter from our AKC Judges….. 

 

Deborah and I wanted to thank you and the entire club for 

your hospitality this past weekend. We thoroughly enjoyed 

adjudicating your National and were so pleased to see the 

quality that your breeders have produced. 

The American White Shepherd has proven to us that there 

are dog people out there that truly believe in form and 

function for their breed. This misnomers that abound con-

cerning this breed are sad. We had hesitation in accepting 

the assignment but were truly impressed with what were 

seeing in the ring.  

The standard is well written and afforded us the opportuni-

ty to easily apply it while judging. The dogs were generally 

very well behaved and none of them were unacceptable in 

any manner. Surprisingly, none of the examples we had 

were what we would consider pet quality. Each was cer-

tainly deserving of a championship title at some point in 

their career.  

We were disappointed to learn of the obstacles that you 

face in getting recognition from the AKC and the hurdles 

that the German Shepherd Dog Club has presented. We 

found the breed to be different enough from the standard 

GSD to warrant the inclusion as a separate and distinct 

breed rather than a GSD with a white coat.  

The structure  is  markedly different and movement is 

quite smooth and not the flying trot that GSD are striving 

for. The sound coming and going of the breeds we exam-

ined was refreshing to say the least.  

We wish you well in your quest to receive recognition and 

look forward to seeing you all again sometime soon. Again 

we enjoyed the people the place and particularly the dogs. 

Good job to all of you and please keep us in mind for the 

future. We will assuredly pass the word to other judges 

and show people that your breed is up and coming and 

one you can be proud to judge. 

David L. & Deborah L. Anthony 

David (Judges #25447) & Deborah (Judges #25446) Anthony are 

both AKC Conformation Judges. 
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How the United Kennel Club Handled Splitting the GSD Breed 

Timeline-Recognition and Separation of the White Shepherd from the German Shepherd Dog in the United Kennel Club  

1996 – In the UKC, White Shepherd enthusiasts wished to follow the rest of the world in the quest for separation of 
the breed from the German Shepherd Dog. Discussion pertaining to dividing the two breeds within the UKC began. 

1999 – The UKC fully accepted the White Shepherd breed as separate and distinct breed from the GSD 

The stud books were left open between the two breeds for a period of time - 

Owners were allowed to register their white GSD’s as either a White Shepherd or a GSD – regardless of parentage 
with the UKC or AKC 

Owners who had previously registered their whites as GSD’s with the UKC  were allowed to transfer their registra-
tions to the White Shepherd breed if they wished, and were able to maintain previous performance titles earned, 
however, conformation titles earned as GSD’s were removed as the standard for the breeds were different. 

White litters produced between a WS and a wGSD were allowed to be litter registered as one breed or the other 
during this time period. Those pups that were litter registered had to be fully registered as the breed their litter was 
registered as or an authorization letter from the breeder was required to change breeds. 

Traditional colored puppies produced between a WS and a traditional colored GSD could only be registered as a 
GSD. White puppies produced between a WS and a traditional colored GSD could be registered with the UKC as ei-
ther breed with a single registration application. 

2012 – UKC closed the stud books between the White Shepherd and the German Shepherd Dog.  The following 
statement was posted on the  UKC website: Effective January 1, 2013.... the United Kennel Club will no longer accept 
any single registrations of German Shepherd and White Shepherd crosses into the White Shepherd gene pool. These 
dogs will, however, be allowed into the German Shepherd gene pool in an effort to ameliorate the health and perfor-
mance of the breed.  

When a litter is registered as a GSD with the UKC, no dogs may be transferred to the White Shepherd breed. 

Any imported dog with FCI paperwork as a Berger Blanc Suisse (White Swiss Shepherd) can only be registered as a 
UKC White Shepherd, not as a GSD. 

 

Did you know that in addition to being recognized by the United Kennel Club there are other organizations that 

recognize the White Shepherd as a distinct breed?  A few of them are: 

 American Temperament Testing Society  

 American Herding Breed Association   

 Australian Shepherd Club of America   

 North American Fly ball Association   

 National Working Dog Association 

 National Association of Canine Scent Work 

 World Wide Weight Pull Organization 

 OFA 

 Penn Hip 
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The White Shepherd—It’s Time To Let Them Go 

 

It is no surprise that GSD supporters  both in the US and abroad 

felt the best course of action was to remove the whites from the 

breed, either by disqualification or by forbidding them to be reg-

istered as German Shepherd Dogs.  In addition to the belief that 

the white dogs were not suited for the primary functions of the 

breed, herding, police and military work, historical letters, 

books, and magazine articles from the period before the white 

coat was disqualified show that color paling, a loss of vigor, re-

sistance to disease and overall genetic weakness were often 

attributed to the white coat.  Comments from well known and respected breeders such as Lloyd Brackett 

helped to fuel the flames of prejudice against the white dogs and in 1959 the GSD standard was changed 

disqualifying any dog whose coat was more than 50% white.  In 1968 the standard was changed again, 

this time making white a disqualifying fault.  

The reasons for banning the dogs from the FCI and imposing the disqualifying fault in the AKC have been 

debated  for decades.  Regardless of why the dogs weren’t favored in the breed, one thing is clear…..The 

intent of the SV and the GSDCA was to eliminate the whites from the breed, and their true history begins 

in the 1960’s when clubs were first formed to preserve and protect the whites from extinction.  The 

White Shepherd in the U.S. and Canada, and their counterparts in the FCI, now known as Berger Blanc 

Suisse, were allowed to develop and grow  outside the constraints of the GSD breed standard because the 

global GSD community by and large, did not consider them an integral part of the breed and haven’t for 

over 55 years. 

The recent vote to change the GSD standard that would have removed the disqualifying fault for the 

white coat making it a serious fault, would have done nothing to help reintegrate the whites back into the 

GSD breed had it passed.  Time, prejudice and misinformation have insured that the white GSD, regard-

less of it’s qualities,  will never be considered a whole and equal member of the GSD breed.   

The American White Shepherd Association recognizes and honors our ties to the German Shepherd Dog 

breed but see no purpose in remaining part of a breed where our dogs have been unfairly judged from 

afar by the GSD community for the last 55 years while proving their worth to thousands of dog owners 

and breeders both here and abroad as White Shepherds and Berger Blanc Suisse.   

To continue to insist that the White Shepherd remain part of the GSD breed knowing full well that the 

rest of the world recognizes them as a distinct breed seems illogical and counterproductive to the pur-

pose of the GSDCA who readily admit the white coated GSD’s do not meet the breed standard and there-

fore, should not be bred.   

The White Shepherd has not been an integral part of the German Shepherd Dog breed for over 55 years, 

it’s time to let them go. 



The Road To Worldwide Recognition 

 

 

 

1. ARGENTINA 24. GREECE 47. PARAGUAY 

2. AUSTRIA 25. GUATEMALA 48. PERU 

3. BELGIUM 26. HONDURAS 49. PHILIPPINES 

4. BELORUSSIA 27. HONG KONG 50. POLAND 

5. BRAZIL 28. HUNGARY 51. PORTUGAL 

6. BULGARIA 29. ICELAND 52. PUERTO RICO 

7. CHILE 30. INDIA 53. REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

8. CHINA 31. INDONESIA 54. ROMANIA 

9. COLOMBIA 32. IRELAND 55. RUSSIA 

10. COSTA RICA 33. ISRAEL 56. SERBIA 

11. CROATIA 34. ITALY 57. SINGAPORE 

12. CUBA 35. JAPAN 58. SLOVAKIA 

13. CYPRUS 36. LATVIA 59. SLOVENIA 

14. CZECH REPUBLIC 37. LITHUANIA 60. SOUTH AFRICA 

15. DENMARK 38. LUXEMBURG 61. SPAIN 

16. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 39. MALAYSIA 62. SWEDEN 

17. ECUADOR 40. MALTA 63. SWITZERLAND 

18. EL SALVADOR 41. MEXICO 64. TAIWAN 

19. ESTONIA 42. MOLDAVIA 65. THAILAND 

20. FINLAND 43. MONACO 66. THE NETHERLANDS 

21. FRANCE 44. MOROCCO 67. UKRAINE 

22. GERMANY 45. NORWAY 68. URUGUAY 

23. GIBRALTAR 46. PANAMA 69. VENEZUELA 

1.  ARMENIA  4.  KIRGHIZISTAN  6.  TURKEY  

2.  BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA  5.  KOSOVO  7.  VIETNAM  

3.  EGYPT    

1.  AUSTRALIA  6.  KAZAKHSTAN  11.  PAKISTAN  

2.  AZERBAIJAN  7.  MACEDONIA  12.  SAN MARINO  

3.  BAHRAIN  8.  MONTENEGRO  13.  SRI LANKA  

4.  BOLIVIA  9.  NEW ZEALAND  14.  UZBEKISTAN  

5.  GEORGIA  10.  NICARAGUA   

All of the countries below recognize the Berger Blanc Suisse (White Swiss 

Shepherd) as a distinct breed. In the U.S., the United Kennel Club recognizes 

the White Shepherd. Both the UKC and all FCI full members, associate mem-

bers and contract partners acknowledge that the breeds foundation stock is 

the white German Shepherd Dogs from the U.S., Canada and England.  

The bloodlines used to create the Berger Blanc Suisse and White Shepherds 

now recognized all over the world, have been denied recognition in the Amer-

ican Kennel Club. 

FCI Full Members 

FCI Associate Members 

FCI Contract Partners 

http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#1
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#24
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#47
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#2
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#25
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#3
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#26
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#49
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#4
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#27
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#50
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#5
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#28
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#51
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#6
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#29
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#52
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#7
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#30
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#53
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#8
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#31
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#54
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#9
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#32
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#55
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#10
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#33
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#56
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#11
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#34
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#57
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#35
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#58
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#13
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#36
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#59
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#14
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#37
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#60
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#15
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#38
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#61
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#16
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#39
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#62
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#17
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#40
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#63
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#18
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#41
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#64
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#19
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#42
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#65
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#20
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#43
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#66
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#21
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#44
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#67
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#22
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#45
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#68
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#23
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#46
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=1#69
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=3#1
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=3#4
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=3#6
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=3#2
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=3#5
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=3#7
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=3#3
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#1
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#6
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#11
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#2
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#7
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#12
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#3
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#8
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#13
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#4
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#9
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#14
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#5
http://www.fci.be/en/members/members.aspx?type=2#10
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1st Generation    

White Swiss Shepherd Litter-Bloodline 1 

 

How the White Swiss Shepherd/Berger Blanc Suisse Became A Breed In The FCI 

Procedure for recognition of a new breed by the FCI   

A new breed  can  be  recognized as such when it  meets the definition of  a breed (see FCI regulations concerning breeding 
within and between varieties).  The population must consist of a minimum of 8 bloodlines, each with at least 2 dogs and 6 bitch-
es (nuclear herd) from one line to another, there should be no animal in common throughout three generations. These condi-
tions can be met when, with an excellent planned breeding program, a minimum of 1.000 (thousand) dogs are registered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The application must comprise a DVD showing many subjects standing and moving, pictures and a written proof that the re-
quirements previously set by the General Assembly in Madrid for the recognition of new breeds (8 independent bloodlines, 
number of dogs, control of the hip dysplasia, PRA, epilepsy, evolution of the behavior and character) are fulfilled. A provisional 
standard drawn up in one of the four official languages of the FCI (French, German, English, Spanish) according to the model 
adopted by the General Assembly in Jerusalem and a drawing of the dog for the first page of the standard must be included in 
the file. 

Before the issue is finally discussed by the joint meeting (Standards and Scientific Commissions) a delegation made  up  of  
one  member  of  the  Standards  Commission  and  one  member  of  the Scientific Commission will be asked, by the FCI, to 
conduct a thorough investigation on the spot. The costs of this investigation should be covered by the national canine organiza-
tion of the applying country. 

After the file presented has been studied and discussed and the control on the spot conducted, the standards and scientific 
commissions can submit, together, a proposal to accept the breed provisionally to the General Committee. 

The breeds provisionally accepted will be entered in the adequate studbooks in all the FCI countries, they will have the possibil-
ity to be exhibited and judged at international shows organized under the patronage of the FCI, they can compete for the CAC 
but are temporarily not eligible for the CACIB. 

After a minimum of 5 generations and at the soonest 10 years after the provisional recognition, the applying country can submit 
a request for the definitive recognition of the breed. 

It must write a report on the development of the breed (number of individuals, health condition, evolution of the behavior and 
character) and about the possible difficulties arisen during the experimental period. In addition, the following conditions have to 
be met : 

1)  To write a definitive breed standard in co-operation with the Standard Commission. 

2)  To give yearly statistics on births in the country of origin of the breed from the date the breed was officially recognized on a 
provisional basis. To provide information on the births which took place over, at least, the last three years in the countries be-
longing to, the same section as the applicant’s. 

3)  To inform about the number of dogs from this breed entered at the major show(s) of the country of origin and at the World 
and Section shows held the year before the application for definitive recognition is made. 

4)  To have the following facts confirmed by two experts appointed by the General Committee: 

a)  actual entry for the breed in question at a particularly important event b)  homogeneity of the breed and its conformation to 
the breed standard c)   balanced behavior. 

After a new joint examination by the commissions (Scientific and Standards), the provisional breed standard can be amended 
and the proposal for the definitive recognition of the new breed can be submitted to the approval of the General Assembly. 

If after 10-15 years have elapsed, no proposal for a definitive recognition is put forward, the breed will disappear from the FCI 
list. 



FEDERATION CYNOLOGIQUE INTERNATIONALE (AISBL) 
Place Albert 1er, 13, B – 6530 Thuin (Belgique), tel :+32.71.59.12.38, fax : +32.71.59.22.29, email : http://www.fci.be

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Circular          
Circulaire  77/2007                              21.06.2007  
Zirkular 
Circular 
 
White Swiss Shepherd Dog  (WSSD, 347) 
 
As the responsible country for the breed standard White Swiss Shepherd Dog (WSSD, 
standard 347), the SKG informs us of their concern regarding the current situation as far as 
the breeding of this breed and the issuing of pedigrees by some FCI member countries are 
concerned.  We share their concern and observe that even after the recognition of the White 
Swiss Shepherd Dog (WSSD, standard 347) on 01.01.2003 (date of the official 
recognition), matings with non-purebred subjects (3 generations) from this breed continue to 
take place or that white German Shepherd Dogs with one or more coloured ancestor(s) are 
re-registered as WSSD. 
  
We remind all FCI member organisations and contract partners that they have to comply with 
the following : 
  

1. White Swiss Shepherd Dogs (347) CANNOT be mated with white German Shepherd 
Dogs (GSD, standard 166) since they are two distinct breeds with different breed 
standards.  In order to guarantee that both breeds are correctly separated, it is also 
important to respect what follows : 
  
2. WSSD cannot be entered in the studbooks of this very breed if a part or all their 
ancestors (3 generations) were still registered, after 01.01.2003, as white German 
Shepherd Dogs. 
  
3. It is not allowed to re-register as a WSSD (347) a dog which was registered as a white 
German Shepherd Dog (166) after 01.01.2003. 
  
4. An accidental white German Shepherd Dogs (white puppy in a litter of German 
Shepherd Dogs) with one or more coloured ancestor(s) cannot be used for breeding as a 
WSSD nor can it be re-registered as a WSSD. 

 
 

 
 

http://www.fci.be/


The foundation stock for the Berger Blanc Suisse were white German Shepherd Dogs coming primarily from 
the U.S., Canada and England starting in the 1960’s. First registered in the appendix of the Swiss Stud Book in 
1991, the Berger Blanc Suisse were given provisional status in the FCI in 2003.  They were granted full breed 
status in 2011.   
Today the Berger Blanc Suisse is allowed to take part in all opportunities afforded to recognized breeds in the 
FCI including competing at a world class level throughout Europe. Once imported into the U.S. and registered 
with the AKC (as German Shepherd Dogs) the dogs are deemed unsuitable for breeding and prohibited from 
entering the AKC conformation ring. It is no mystery why many Berger Blanc Suisse owners in the U.S. are 
bypassing the AKC and registering their dogs instead with the United Kennel Club as White Shepherds.  As 
UKC White Shepherds the dogs are allowed to compete in all UKC events including conformation.  
 
A few highlights from 2014 for the FCI Berger Blanc Suisse (White Swiss Shepherd)  

 
2014 FCI World Dog Show - Helsinki Finland Aug 8-10 2014.  
Billed as the top event of the dog show year, The FCI World Dog Show’s judging 
slate included 6,557 dogs to be judged on the first day of the show.  There were 
2,323 entries in the FCI Group 1 which was comprised of 51 breeds.   Included 
in this group, the White Swiss Shepherd had an entry of 118 dogs, representing 
the 5th largest breed entry for that group.   The White Swiss Shepherd entries 
represented dogs from 8 different countries.  

   

2014 FCI European Dog Show  - Brno Czech Republic  Oct 23-26 2014   
A qualifying show for the Eukanuba World Challenge dog show, the FCI Europe-
an Dog Show  had an entry of 100 White Swiss Shepherds.   A White Swiss 
Shepherd placed 5th in the FCI Group 1, and a White Swiss Shepherd puppy 
was placed third in the Best Puppy category.  

FCI Group 1 – 5th place Uncle Sam Vom Sutumer Grund, White Swiss Shepherd  
 

 

The Berger Blanc Suisse Today 

BOB Waroggi Maitreya (Sabirov Dmitry, Oslo)   CACIB dog, MV-14 Waroggi Maitreya (Sabirov 

Dmitry, Oslo)   

2014 Eukanuba World Challenge Show 

Amsterdam  Dec 13- 2014   

 

“The 'Eukanuba World Challenge' is a unique compe-

tition taking place once a year. The event is designed 

to bring together the top winning dogs from around 

the world and celebrate the magnificence of pure 

breed dogs. Participating dogs are nominated by 

their national Kennel Clubs or qualified at some of 

the world’s most prestigious shows.” 

 

Of the 60 different countries offered a slot in the 

EWC finals, 33 countries were represented, with the 

Berger Blanc Suisse representing France.  



Berger Blanc Suisse History 
(Translation-White Swiss Shepherd) 

 

 

Berger Blanc Suisse-BREED HISTORY 

In 1933, the "SV", rejected the white coats. Around 1960 the white-coated dogs were almost eliminated in Germany 

and throughout Europe. There were, however, several kennel clubs in other countries, notably, those in the United 

States, Canada and England, who still permitted the white-coated shepherds to be registered. 

In 1970 the Swiss “Agathe Burch” imported the male “Lobo”, whelped in 1966, from the USA and 1971 the female 

“Blinkbonny’s Lilac” from England to Switzerland. Both were extraordinary successful in Schutzhund and avalanche 

search and the first “Shangrila’s” litter fell on April 19, 1973 with three males and one female. 

This litter was registered with the appendix to the Swiss studbook. So the male “Lobo”, can be considered as the pro-

genitor of the breed in Switzerland. The descendants of this male gradually multiplied as well as the descendants of 

the Canadian import dogs “Hoofprint Sally” and “Hoofprint Klondike”. These dogs have been registered as a new 

breed Weisser Schäferhund (White Shepherd Dog) with the appendix of the Swiss Studbook since June 1991. 

Thanks to the compulsory separation by the "SV" and the effort of the Swiss "GWS" that ever since strives for healthy 

and balanced dogs, there is a clear difference to their ancient brothers, and thereby evidence for a separate breed 

that led to the recognition by the "FCI". 

The first litter of this breed fell in Switzerland; Switzerland was the first country that nationally recognized the breed 

in 1991. Ten further FCI countries followed Switzerland and registered their white-coloured shepherds nationally. 

There were approx. 4500 dogs at the end of 2001.  

Switzerland submitted the application for international recognition to the "FCI". The one and only main problem was 

the name of the breed. In December 2002 an acceptance was reached with the "SV": As Switzerland is multi lingual 

the breed’s name changed from the German language to French and from Weisser Schäferhund (White Shepherd 

Dog) to Berger Blanc Suisse (White Swiss Shepherd Dog), similarly the abbreviations BBS and WSSD. (1) 

 

Berger Blanc Suisse Breed Standard—BRIEF HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

In the USA and Canada White Shepherd dogs have gradually become to be accepted as a distinct breed. The first dogs 

of this breed were imported to Switzerland in the early 70ies. The American male “ Lobo”, whelped on 5th of March 

1966, can be considered as the progenitor of the breed in Switzerland. The descendants of this male registered with 

the Swiss Stud Book (LOS) and other White Shepherd dogs imported from the USA and Canada, gradually multiplied. 

There now exists a big number of purebred over several generations White Shepherd dogs throughout Europe. These 

dogs have been registered as a new breed in the appendix of the Swiss Stud Book (LOS) since June 1991. (2) 

 

 

(1)Birgit Hilsbos-Switzerland-Federation Berger Blanc Suisse International 

(2) FCI Berger Blanc Suisse Breed Standard #347 



AWSA's Correspondense With The Verein für Deutsche Schäferhunde  (SV) 

 
AWSA,  at the request of the GSDCA Board, contacted the SV to ask for their opinion regarding the GSDCA drafting a 

letter to the AKC regarding the establishment of the White Shepherd as a distinct breed within the AKC.  The 

following pages contain AWSA's letter to the SV and their response in Germany with the translation.  

 

From: Melanie Fuellgraf <valleydogs2000@yahoo.com> 

Subject: Request for opinion Berger Blanc Suisse/ White Shepherd 

To: "Sabine Leib" <akc@schaeferhunde.de> 

Date: Sunday, July 11, 2010, 12:11 PM 

 

 

Hello Sabine Leib,  

 

My name is Melanie Fuellgraf.  I am a citizen of the USA and a member of the American White Shepherd 

Association (AWSA)  and  a member of the German Shepherd Dog Club of America (GSDCA).  

 

For over fourteen years AWSA has been trying to establish the White Shepherd as a separate breed within the 

American Kennel Club (AKC).     Within the AKC, the breed standard for the German Shepherd Dog  is owned 

by the German Shepherd Dog Club of America.  The white coated GSD’s are permitted to be registered as AKC 

GSD’s , although the white coat is a disqualifying fault according to the GSDCA standard.  

 

In our communications with the AKC regarding the establishment of a separate breed, we have been asked to 

obtain a statement from the German Shepherd Dog Club of America  that it would not object to the 

establishment of the White Shepherd (Berger Blanc Suisse) as a distinct AKC breed.  

 

We have been attending board meetings of the GSDCA and have petitioned the GSDCA membership to request 

the board to draft a letter to the AKC stating the following:  

 

We the undersigned, wish the German Shepherd Dog Club of America Board to Draft a letter to the American 

Kennel Club that it will NOT protest the AKC establishing the White Shepherd as a separate breed within the 

Foundation Stock Service program.  

 

At a recent GSDCA board meeting I attended I was asked to obtain an opinion of the Verein für Deutsche 

Schäferhunde regarding the Berger Blanc Suisse FCI-Standard N° 347 / 18.12.2002 / GB.    Therefore, I am 

writing this letter to you asking for your help in this matter.   

  

In addition, if the GSDCA would agree to NOT protest the establishment of the White Shepherd (White Swiss 

Shepherd) as a separate breed within the AKC,  would the  the Verein für Deutsche Schäferhunde  have an 

opinion regarding that? 

For your information, I am attaching a copy of the letter I sent to the GSDCA board and membership.  Please let 

me know if you need any additional information.  

  

Thank you for your time and consideration,  

Melanie Fuellgraf 

Valleydogs2000@yahoo.com 

ph: 724-586-6979    
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Response from the SV-see translation on pages 4. 

 

From: SV-HG, Sekretariat <sekretariat@schaeferhunde.de> 

Subject: Berger Blanc Suisse/White Shepherd 

To: valleydogs2000@yahoo.com 

Cc: TishW@aol.com 

Date: Wednesday, August 4, 2010, 4:56 AM 

Sehr geehrte Frau  Fuellgraf, 

im Zusammenhang mit Ihrer Anfrage vom 11.07.2010 dürfen wir Ihnen mitteilen, dass die Rasse „Weißer 

Schweizer Schäferhund/Berger Blanc Suisse“ derzeit als provisorische Rasse (Standard-Nr. 347) von der FCI 

anerkannt wurde.  

Insofern handelt es sich, nach endgültiger Anerkennung durch die FCI, um eine eigenständige Rasse und nicht 

um „weiße“ Deutsche Schäferhunde, denn für diese würde entsprechend dem Rassestandard eine 

Nachzuchteintragungssperre zu verhängen sein, da die Farbe „weiß“ einen zuchtausschließenden Mangel 

darstellt.  

Aufgrund des vorgenannten Sachverhaltes sehen wir deshalb keinen Grund, der gegen die Einführung der Rasse 

„Weißer Schweizer Schäferhund/Berger Blanc Suisse“ im Bereich der AKC sprechen würde.  

Inwieweit hiervon vertragliche oder andere Vereinbarungen zwischen der FCI und dem AKC betroffen sind, 

entzieht sich unserer Kenntnis.  

Mit freundlichen Grüßen  

Hartmut Setecki  

Geschäftsführender Direktor  

--------------------------------------------------------------  

Verein für Deutsche Schäferhunde (SV) e.V.  
Steinerne Furt 71  

86167 Augsburg  

Tel.: +49 821 74002 62  

Fax: +49 821 74002 903  

E-Mail: sekretariat@schaeferhunde.de  

Internet: www.schaeferhunde.de  

Verein für Deutsche Schäferhunde (SV) e.V., Steinerne Furt 71, 86167 Augsburg - vertreten durch den Vorstand, dieser vertreten durch 
die Hauptgeschäftsführung 
Hauptgeschäftsführer Hartmut Setecki  
VR Augsburg 15  
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************************************************************************************************************************************* 

Translation of  SV Response 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 
  

Google Translation  

Dear Füllgraf, 
  
in connection with your inquiry dated 11/07/2010, we inform you that the race was "White Swiss 
Shepherd / Berger Blanc Suisse" is currently on a provisional basis (Standard-Nr. 347) recognized by 
the FCI. 
 
 is respect it to be a separate race and would not "white" German Shepherds, because for this to be 
imposed according to the breed standard is a breeding grounds for suspension, since the color 
"white" one zuchtausschließenden deficiency after final recognition by the FCI to represent. 
 
 Given the above facts, we therefore see no reason that would speak against the introduction of the 
race, "White Swiss Shepherd / Berger Blanc Suisse" in the AKC. 
 
To what extent thereof, or other contractual agreements between the FCI and the AKC is concerned, 
is beyond our knowledge. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
Hartmut Setecki 
Managing Director  

Additional Translation - The following translation was done by a person  who was born and raised in 
Germany. She has also done many corporate translations.   [This following has been translated in  good faith.   
In case of arbitration, the German original takes precedence over the English translation.].  

With regard to your inquiry of 11 July 2010, we would like you to know that the type (?) of dog…"Weisser 
Schweitzer Schaeferhund/Berger Blanc Suisse (White "Swiss" Shepherd..dog) is presently recognized by the 
FCI, as "interim" type of dog (could be "class of dog")…., Standard-No 347 (Reference Do. #347). 
 
After full acceptance (recognition) by the FCI, this actually pertains to a fully 'separate' type of dog ("class of 
dog"??), and not (NOT) to 'White German Shepherds'; because (for White German Shepherds), a 'veto" would 
be applicable, due to the 'coloring' of the 'coat' (of this aforementioned dog) which exhibits a defect), and 
therefore, you could not breed these as such.  
 
According to all above-mentioned reasons, we do not see any reason which would prevent (within the AKC) 
the introduction (incorporation? Import?) of this type of dog, …"Weisser Schweitzer Schaeferhund/Berger 
Blanc Suisse (White "Swiss" Shepherd..dog). 
 
Note: We do not have any information regarding any-and-all agreements between the FCI and the AKC, and all 
actions resulting thereof.  

Sincerely, 

************************************************************************************************************************************* 
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Correspondence from the AKC regarding AWSA’s application to the FSS. 



Summary Of Events and Actions That Have Transpired Over The Years Between The GSDCA, AKC,  And AWSA  
 

 
 AWSA approached the GSDCA in 1997 inviting them to an AWSA sponsored breakfast before the GSDCA’s Sunday meeting  

(July-1997) where they had hoped to begin discussions concerning the direction of the white GSD’s in the breed.  The GSDCA 

did not respond to their invitation, no GSDCA members came to the breakfast.  The letter AWSA had intended to give out was 

mailed to members of the GSDCA Board, there was no response.  

 

 AWSA contacted James Crowley then secretary of the AKC in 1999 asking for information pertaining to the necessary steps 

needed to split the GSD breed. 

 

 Initially, upon approaching the AKC in 2005, to inquire about the establishment of the White Shepherd as a new breed in the 

FSS program, AWSA was informed it must seek a written statement directed to the AKC from the German Shepherd Dog Club 

of America (GSDCA) Board that it would not protest the establishment of the White Shepherd as a new breed, along with oth-

er recommended criteria.  (no application made until 2011)  

 

 Since 2005, AWSA has addressed multiple GSDCA Boards with varying Board members over the years.  

 

 AWSA, in response to a GSDCA board member query, obtained a letter from Yves Declerq of the FCI indicating that no formal 

protest was ever issued by a country in establishing the Berger Blanc Suisse as a new breed. FCI considers the GSD and the 

BBS to be two completely separate breeds.  

 

 AWSA reached out to the GSDCA membership and distributed a petition to the membership, receiving 368 signatures, re-

questing that the GSDCA Board draft a letter to the AKC stating that the GSDCA would not object to the establishment of the 

White Shepherd as a new breed within the AKC FSS program. AWSA turned over the petition which included 368 names veri-

fied from the on-line membership list. Upon verification, the GSDCA secretary reported that we turned over 342 signatures 

with 309 verified. AWSA presented the petition to the GSDCA Board and received a majority vote from the GSDCA Board at 

the July 2011 to draft the requested letter to the AKC, only to have the vote rescinded by an emergency Board meeting.  

 

 AWSA has requested the GSDCA Board to bring this item to a Membership Vote, only to have the board decide to not enter-

tain the petition. (Please keep in mind there were more than enough signatures to have the item brought to a membership 

vote if the subject of the petition was in regard to a standard change or a change to the by-laws, however, any other subject is 

at the discretion of the board.)  

 

 AWSA, at the request of the GSDCA Board, contacted the SV to ask for their opinion regarding the GSDCA drafting a letter to 

the AKC regarding the establishment of the White Shepherd as a distinct breed within the AKC. AWSA received the response 

from the SV, stating “Given the above facts, we therefore see no reason that would speak against the introduction of the race, 

"White Swiss Shepherd / Berger Blanc Suisse" in the AKC.”  

 

 AWSA submitted an application to the AKC Foundation Stock Service Program in 2011 for the introduction of the White Shep-

herd breed into the Foundation Stock Service program. 
 

 AWSA has requested the GSDCA Board, as stewards of the AKC GSD breed, to object to AKC registering import-ed Berger 

Blanc Suisse dogs as AKC German Shepherd Dogs. Once the FCI fully accepted the BBS as a distinct breed, how can the GSDCA 

allow dogs of a different FCI breed to be registered as German Shepherd Dogs? This was requested at the January 2012 board 

meeting and again at the January 2013 board meeting. AWSA contacted the GSDCA to request a correction to the January 

2013 Board meeting minutes to include the omission of this request to the Board.  

 

 AWSA submitted a new application to the Foundation Stock Service Program in 2012. The application process is on hold pend-

ing a letter from the GSDCA stating they will not our entry into the FFS.  

 



AWSA Breed Standard 
AWSA Membership Approved October 12, 2002 

 

PREAMBLE 

The White Shepherd is a direct descendent of the German Shepherd Dog and the two breeds share common roots and are similar 

in appearance. However, the White Shepherd evolved from a continuous selection for a working companion dog with that exclu-

sive color, beauty and elegance as seen both standing and in motion. His high degree of intelligence and sense of loyalty have al-

lowed him to become one of the most versatile working dogs serving mankind. 

 

GENERAL APPEARANCE 

The White Shepherd is a well developed and balanced animal with the look of intelligence, energy and purpose in life. It should 

have a regal appearance with secondary sex characteristics being distinctive. The dog should be somewhat longer than tall, with 

smooth curves rather than sharp angles. Extremes of anything distort type and are to be strongly discouraged. This is a herding dog 

that must have the agility, freedom of movement and endurance to do the work required of it. When gaiting, the dog should move 

smoothly, with all parts working in harmony. Overall balance, strength, and firmness 

of movement is to be given more emphasis than a side gait showing a flying trot. 

Staying true to type is defined by the following word picture and this diagram. 

 

SIZE, PROPORTION, SUBSTANCE 

Body Proportion -- The dog is somewhat longer than tall -- the ideal ratio of length 

to height being 10 to 8.8. E.g., 28.4 inches (72.1 cm) long to 25 inches (63.5 cm) 

high. Body length is measured from the prosternum to the point of the buttocks. 

Height is measured from the highest point of the shoulder blade to the ground. Ideal 

height and weight is 25 inches (63.5 cm) and roughly 75-85 pounds (34-39 kgms) for 

males, and 23 inches (58.4 cm) and about 60-70 pounds (27-32 kgms) for bitches. Acceptable range of height is about 1 inch (3 cm) 

in either direction of the ideal. Any dog that is so over or undersize as to be outside of the acceptable range is highly objectionable 

and should be faulted. 

 

HEAD 

Proportionate in size to the body. Males should show masculinity without coarseness; bitches should show femininity without be-

ing over-refined. Both sexes should exhibit a look of intelligence and nobility. Skull -- Viewed from the top, the skull is wedge-

shaped, clean cut and strong. When viewed from the side, the topline of the skull should parallel that of the top of the muzzle and 

there should be a moderate stop. There should be no tendency toward an overly long, narrow or Collie-like head. Insufficient stop 

or a round or domed skull is faulty. Muzzle -- The muzzle is strong and dry and the lips fit tightly over the well-developed jaws. The 

nose should be black. Viewed from above, the muzzle appears wider at the stop than at the tip and there should be no tendency 

toward cheekiness. A snippy muzzle or a receding lower jaw is faulty. Eyes -- Brown, dark for preference. The eye rims should be 

black. The expression is keen and intelligent, yet composed. The eyes are medium sized, almond shaped, and set a little obliquely. 

Round or protruding eyes are faulty. Blue or pink eyes disqualify a dog. Ears - Size in proportion to the rest of the head. The ears 

are moderately pointed and open toward the front. They are carried erect when at attention. The ideal carriage is one at which the 

center lines of the ears, from the front, are parallel and perpendicular both to each other and to the ground. Soft ears spoil the 

desired noble and alert expression and are faulty. Cropped or hanging ears are a disqualifying fault. Teeth -- 20 upper and 22 low-

er; a full mouth is preferred. Dogs missing more than one premolar should be faulted. Broken teeth are not considered a fault. The 

teeth meet in a close scissors bite. A level bite is faulty. An overshot bite is a severe fault. A dog exhibiting an undershot mouth 

must be disqualified. 



NECK, TOPLINE, BODY 

Neck -- Length is proportionate to the size of the head. The neck is strong, muscular and dry. Except when at attention or excited, the 

typical carriage of the head is forward rather than up, particularly in motion. A ewe neck or one that is too short or throaty is faulty. 

Topline -- The withers should be higher than and slightly sloping into the back. There should be no evidence of a dip behind the with-

er, nor should the topline itself sag or roach from the wither to the croup. Body -- Solid without bulkiness. The White Shepherd 

should be shown in lean, hard physical condition. Chest -- The fore chest is well filled and the prosternum is prominent. The chest is 

deep with the brisket reaching to the elbows. A shelly chest is objectionable. Depth of chest should be approximately 48 to 50 per-

cent of the total height of the dog. Ribs -- The ribs are long, well sprung, and are carried well back. The shape of the chest is im-

portant. It must never be so wide or round as to interfere with the action of the elbows and the forelegs. Neither must it be so flat as 

to cause the elbows to pinch in. Underline -- Only moderately tucked up in the flank -- never like that of a Greyhound. The abdomen 

is firmly held and never paunchy. Back -- The back is short, straight and strongly developed. Loin -- Viewed from the top, broad and 

strong. From the side, the loin is relatively short and blends smoothly into the back. Croup -- Long and gradually sloping, flowing 

smoothly into a low set tail. In the ideal dog, the croup slopes gently away at an approximate angle of 23° from the horizontal. Too 

level or flat a croup prevents proper functioning of the hindquarter, which must be able to reach well under the body. A steep croup 

also limits the action of the hindquarter. Tail -- Bushy, with the last vertebrae extended at least to the hock joint and usually below. 

At rest, it hangs straight down or in a slight saber-like curve. Even in excitement, the dog should never lift its tail higher than right 

angles to the backline. The tail is important. The dog uses its tail like a rudder enabling it to keep its balance while being able to turn 

instantly. In motion, the ideal carriage of the tail is at or slightly below the natural extension of the topline. It is permissible for a dog 

to carry its tail a bit higher, although the tendency toward a gay tail spoils the overall outline of the dog. A dog with a too short tail or 

a docked tail must be disqualified. 

 

FOREQUARTERS 

Shoulders -- The shoulder blade, or scapula, should be long and well laid back, the ideal angle being about 35° from the vertical. 

Shoulder layback is estimated by taking a line from the uppermost tip of the scapula to the point of the shoulder (where the scapula 

meets the humerus) to the ground. Lay-on is flat against the body, with the upper ends fairly close together, forming the point of the 

wither. Shoulder and upper arm are well muscled but never loaded. The upper arm (humerus) is almost equal in length to the scapu-

la. In the ideal dog, a 102° angle is formed by imaginary lines connecting the point of the elbow with the forward-most point of the 

shoulder joint and with the highest point of the scapula. This angulation permits the proper maximum forward extension of the fore-

leg in the working shepherd dog. Faults in the shoulder assembly include: loose or loaded shoulders (bulging muscle pads), a pushed 

forward shoulder assembly, not enough length in the humerus and a scapula that is too short or steeply set. Forelegs -- The forelegs 

are straight and parallel with each other. Lower leg bones are oval in shape. Bone substantial but not excessive. Elbows are well held 

in with no tendency to turn in or out. The point of the elbow lies roughly in a vertical line under the point of wither. Pasterns -- Strong 

and springy with the ideal angle being about 25° from the vertical. 

 

FEET 

Short and compact, toes held closely together and well arched. Pads are thick and tough affording the dog protection over rough ter-

rain. Dewclaws appearing on the rear legs should be removed, those on the front legs may be removed but are usually left on. Nails 

should be short. Faults in running gear include: terrier-like feet, hare feet, thin pads or splayed feet. 

 

HINDQUARTERS 

The whole of the rear assembly somewhat mirrors that of the front. In length and angulation, the scapula and the pelvis roughly 

equal each other, and the slant of the lower thigh bones roughly approximate that of the pelvis and of the humerus. The pelvis lies 

tilted backward at an approximate angle of 35° from the horizontal. Whether standing four-square or firmly and naturally with one 

rear leg extended behind the pelvis, the femur drops almost vertically from the hip socket, forming an approximate 125° angle with 

the pelvis. The upper and lower thigh bones are all roughly the same length. The thighs themselves, both upper and lower, are broad 

and heavily muscled. The stifle is well bent; its angulation must never be so steep that the dog’s hocks lie directly under any part of 

the croup or pelvis. In a correctly angulated dog that is standing in a natural three-point stance (show pose), an imaginary line 

dropped plumb from the point of the buttocks would land roughly 2 inches (5 cm) in front of the dog’s extended hind foot. Stifles that 

are too straight or overly long are faulty. The hock joints are strong and the hocks themselves, relative to the rest of the rear assem-

bly, are short, clean and perpendicular to the ground. Whether in motion or at rest, there is no tendency for the hocks to turn in or 

out. From the rear, the hind legs drop straight and parallel to each other and the feet point straight ahead. 

 



MOVEMENT 

Soundness is of paramount importance. Capability of quick and sudden movement is essential. The action is free, supple and tire-

less with the dog covering the most amount of ground with the minimum number of steps, all of the parts working together in har-

mony. From the side, the hindquarters drive forward with the hind foot reaching far under the body to take firm hold of the 

ground. The powerful backward thrust is transmitted through a firm back to the front end, where the shoulder opens to the fullest 

extent possible and the foot reaches out toward the nose. The entire motion lifts the dog’s body slightly and carries it forward. The 

feet track close to the ground on both forward reach and backward push. At full trot, the back must remain firm, level, and free of 

roll, whip, or roach. At the extended trot, the dog may appear to overreach, with the hind foot passing to either side of the front 

foot. This is not faulty unless it causes the dog to move in a crab-like fashion. From both front or rear, the action is that of a single 

track. From the front, the legs move inward toward a center line under the body in a straight column of support from the point of 

shoulder to the pad. From the rear, the legs track inward toward a center line in a straight column of support from the hip to the 

pad. Moving close is faulty. Side gait, coming and going are equally important and movement front and rear are not to be over-

looked in favor of side gait. Incorrect structure will be revealed in the moving animal. Flaws in gait such as weaving or interfering, 

paddling, flipping the front paws, weakness at the elbows, stiltedness, moving cow or bow-hocked or in a hackney fashion are high-

ly objectionable and must be regarded as serious faults. 

 

COAT 

The White Shepherd has a weather-resistant double coat. The outer coat is medium length, dense, straight, harsh and close lying. 

The undercoat is short, thick and fine in texture. The head and ears are covered with a smooth, somewhat softer hair while the hair 

covering the legs and paws is more harsh-textured. At the neck, the coat is slightly longer and heavier. A male may carry a thicker 

ruff than a female. The back of the legs has a slightly longer covering of hair and there is considerably more hair on the breeches 

and the underside of the tail. Both a short coat and a long coat are equally acceptable. An open coat is faulty. 

 

COLOR 

The coat color is white as defined by the breed’s name and the ideal is pure white. Other coat markings that range from a very pale 

cream to a light biscuit tan are acceptable, but not preferred. It is important to note that when judging the White Shepherd, tem-

perament, overall quality and movement are to be considered more important than coat color alone. Pigment -- Skin color is pink 

to gray with gray being preferred. The nose, lips and eye rims should be fully pigmented and black in color. A snow nose is accepta-

ble but is not preferred. Deficiency of pigment is objectionable and dogs exhibiting faded or spotty pigmentation on nose, eye rims 

or lips should be faulted. Dogs exhibiting the total lack of pigment in the above named areas indicating possible albinism or those 

that definitely exhibit albinism (such as dogs with blue or pink eyes) must be disqualified. 

 

TEMPERAMENT 

The White Shepherd has a distinct personality marked by a direct, but not hostile expression of self-confidence. It is poised but 

when the situation demands, it should be eager and alert, ready to serve in any capacity such as companion, watch dog or service 

dog. To his inherent aptitude as a guardian of flocks should be an added protectiveness of the person and property of his family. 

With those he knows well, he should be open and friendly. With strangers, he should be observant and may be somewhat aloof but 

never apprehensive. Timidity, shrinking behind the handler, lack of confidence or any other display of poor character or aggression 

are severe faults. Dogs displaying such pronounced character flaws should be excused from the ring. Any dog that attempts to bite 

the judge must be disqualified. 

 

FAULTS 

Any deviation from these listed specifications is a fault. In determining whether a fault is minor, serious or major, these two factors 

should be used as a guide: 

The extent to which it deviates from breed type.  
The extent to which such deviation would actually affect the working ability of the dog.  
 
DISQUALIFICATIONS 
Blue or pink eyes  
Cropped or hanging ears  
Undershot bite  
Tails that are too short or docked  
Total lack of pigment on the nose, eye rims or lips or dogs that exhibit definite signs of albinism  
Monorchids or cryptorchids  
Any dog that has been surgically or cosmetically altered  
Any dog that attempts to bite the judge  
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